The True Refuge of God’s People 


“put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and 
true holiness” (Ephesians 4:23) 


Beloved, put off the old man. How do you do that? Believe Christ. 
Beloved, put on the new man. How do you do that? Believe Christ. 
Beloved, put on the new man “which after God is created in 
righteousness and true holiness” (Ephesians 4:24). This is the true refuge 
and haven of God’s people; the righteousness and true holiness of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 


Paul said “..J have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but 
dung, that I may win Christ, And be found in him, not having mine own 
righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is through the faith of 
Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith” (Philippians 3:8-9). 


How do I know if Christ is my refuge, if Christ is my peace? How 
can I know that He has been made to be my righteousness? Reader, 
do you count all the doings of your flesh, but dung? Paul said “..J 
have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that 
I may win Christ” (Philippians 3:8). Do you count all the doing of 
your flesh, nothing more than a pile of filthy ruined rags? God’s 
word declares “we are all as an unclean thing, and all our 
righteousnesses are as filthy rags” (Isaiah 64:6). 


Like all God’s people, Paul did not want to be found in his doing. Paul 
wanted to be found in the righteous doing and true holiness of Christ. 
Paul said his hope was to “... be found in Christ, not having mine own 
righteousness, which is of the law [Paul did not want to be found in his 
imperfect keeping of the law], but [Paul wanted to be found in] that 
which is through the faith of Christ, [through Christ’s perfect keeping of 
the law] the righteousness which is of God by faith” (Philippians 3:8-9). 


Beloved, believe it—the righteousness of Christ, which is of God, is 
freely given and made yours by His grace. “For by grace are ye saved 
through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of 
works, lest any man should boast” (Ephesians 2:8-9). 


If by God’s unmerited grace, you find yourself believing Christ Jesus 
the Lord—rejoice! For great is your peace, He saith “In righteousness 
shalt thou be established...” He saith “their righteousness is of me” that 
“to the end he may stablish your hearts unblameable in holiness before 
God, even our Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ with all 
his saints.” AMEN! (Isaiah 54:17, 1 Thessalonians 3:13) — Pastor 
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Some imagine a believer makes a co-effort with God to become 
gradually more holy until at last he is perfect and accepted into heaven. 
When it comes to offerings presented to Him, God declares “it shall be 
PERFECT to be ACCEPTED; there shall be no blemish 
therein” (Leviticus 22:21). When it comes to Christ’s offering God 
declares, “by one offering He hath PERFECTED for ever them that are 
sanctified” (Hebrews 10:14). Therefore, when it comes to you who 
Christ sanctified God declares, “To the praise of the glory of His grace, 
wherein He hath made us ACCEPTED IN THE BELOVED” (Ephesians 
1: 6). AMEN! (John 6:39-40). Clay Curtis 


WELCOME 


Sinners are welcome at Sovereign Grace Church. We are a local body of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. As you spend time with us, you’ll soon discover 
we’re an imperfect church, with an imperfect pastor, yet by God’s 
underserved grace, we preach, believe, and know the perfect gospel of 
our never failing Lord Jesus Christ. Reader, we call His name JESUS for 
HE SHALL (not might, not maybe) rather HE SHALL save His people 
from their sins. And beloved believing sinner you already know it — you 
are complete in Him, saved to the uttermost (Hebrews 7:26). 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Sovereign Grace Bible Conference 
David Eddmenson, Milton Howard 


February 26th, 27th, & 28th 


RESOURCES 


Be sure to visit our websites for gospel articles, live messages, and resources. 


www.sovereigngracechurch.us 


GRACE ARTICLES 


An Eternal Distinction Of God’s Grace in Christ 


“|. the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the 
Holy Ghost which is given unto us.” (Romans 5:5) 


The religious professor receives doctrines because he sees them in 
the Bible. The believer not only sees them in the Book, but he feels 
them in his heart, put there by the Holy Spirit. 


The believer gets at truth through trouble. He arrives at the banquet 
of mercy through sharp pangs of hunger. He lays hold of the robe of 
righteousness, chilled by nakedness. He comes to the cross because 
he is guilty and there is nowhere else to go. 


Thus the religionist and the believer (however they may resemble 
one another) have an eternal distinction which the hand of God has 
drawn between the living and the dead. — J.C. Philpot 


He Who Does Not Hate The False, Does Not Love The True 


“Tf aman love me, he will keep my words: and my Father will love him, 
and we will come unto him, and make our abode with him’ (John 14:24) 


[John writes in 2 John 1:9] “Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the 
doctrine of Christ, HATH NOT GOD!” | would to God we all had more of such 
decision, for the lack of it is depriving our religious life of its backbone and 
substituting for honest manliness a mass of tremulous jelly of mutual flattery. He 
who does not hate the false, does not love the True; and he to whom it is all the 
same, whether it be God’s word or man’s, is himself un-renewed at heart. Oh, if 
some of you were like your fathers, you would not have tolerated in this age the 
wagon loads of trash under which the gospel has been of late buried by ministers 
of your own choosing. The apostle spake by inspiration when he said, [in 
Galatians 1:8] “.. though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel 
unto you than that which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed.” 
According to modem effeminacy he ought to have said, “Let him be kindly 
spoken with in private, but pray make no stir. No doubt the good brother has his 
own original modes of thought and we must not question his liberty. Doubtless he 
believes the same as we do, only there is some little difference as to terms.” This 
is treason to Christ and treachery to Truth and cruelty to souls. If we love our 
Lord, we shall keep His word and stand fast in the faith, coming out from 
among the false teachers. Nor is this inconsistent with charity; for the truest love 
to those who err is not to fraternize with them in their error, but to be faithful to the 
Lord Jesus Christ in all things.— C.H. Spurgeon 


